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IV. REVENUE
Public revenue was derived from the property of the
State, the taxes properly so called, and the extraordinary
contributions.
Property belonging to the State was of three kinds—
industrial, agricultural, and urban.
Industrial property included both the manufacture of
articles needed For the army and of articles of luxury,
especially of fabrics. The products of the imperial factories
were rarely sold; nevertheless they constituted an indirect
revenue. Without them the State would have been obliged
to purchase a multitude of articles indispensable to the army,
the navy, the Court, and the administration. These factories
furnished arms of all kinds (including 'Greek Fire7) and the
precious vestments which the Emperor required for his
person and his Court, for gifts to foreign potentates and
embassies, and also for the annual distributions, which, as
we have seen, were one of the three forms of emolument
received by public functionaries.
The Byzantine Emperors had inherited from their prede-
cessors vast agricultural lands. These were reduced by the
distribution of'military lands', and by donations to churches,
charitable institutions, relatives or favourites of the Emperor,
and even to colonists of all kinds settled in the Empire. On
the other hand, these agricultural domains were increased
from time to time by conquest and especially by confiscation*
Confiscations were plentiful in troubled times because the
leaders of insurrections were often nobles, with great landed
estates. This explains why, in spite of the many donations,
the agricultural domains continued to be very extensive,
while their products served to cover no inconsiderable
part of the public expenditure. Thus, the public lands
in the suburbs of Constantinople supplied with victuals
the Court, comprising several thousands of officials and
attendants.
The urban resources of the Byzantine State have often
been overlooked by modern writers. To these resources a
passage of Benjamin of Tudela should have called their
attention. The Spanish traveller says that the daily revenue

